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Sea. He describes also the strict examination of goods at the
ports by the customs officers, the methods in use for transporting
merchandise inland along the rivers and creeks, the brokerage
system by which all commercial transactions were conducted
and the general conditions affecting foreign merchants. He
devotes attention to the currency question. All payments, he
says, had to be made in a mixture of copper and lead called
ganza (Sanskrit kansa—bell metal), which was used by weight.
The standard amount was the Indian viss (3 -65 Ib. avoirdupois),
subdivided into 100 ticals. There was no coinage. To prevent
fraud 'by putting overmuch lead into them', it was necessary
to employ the services of one of the public assayers at the fixed
rate of two viss of ganza a month. "By this meanes," he says,
"the Merchant with the charges of two Byzes a moneth,
receiveth and payeth out his money without loss or trouble."
One viss of ganza was worth half a ducat of Venetian money.
His detailed description of Burma's imports, and the
sources from which they came, stands out in contrast with his
brief note on the subject of exports: "The Merchandizes that
go out of Pegu are Gold, Silver, Rubies, Saphires, Spinelles,
great store of Beniamin (benzoin), long Pepper, Lead, Lacca
(lac), Rice, Wine, some Sugar, yet there might be great store of
Sugar made in the Countrey, for they have abundance of Canes,
but they give them to Elephants to eate, and the people consume
great store of them for food, and many more do they consume in
vaine things."
He gives some very useful information regarding the effect
of the monsoon on sailings across the Bay from the Coromandel
Coast. The usual custom, he says, was for ships to leave the
Coast not later than the eleventh or twelfth of September. "For
in those parts the winds blowe firmly for certain times, with the
which they goe to Pegu with the wind in poope, and if they
arrive not there before the wind change, and get ground to
anchor perforce they must return back again: for that the gales
of the winde blowe there for three or foure moneths together
in one place with great force." Native shipping in those days
found it too dangerous to cross the Bay during the height of the
south-west monsoon; skippers had to time their sailings so as to
get across in the short period of comparative lull just before the

